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HELLENIC REPUBLIC
MINISTRY OF CITIZEN’S PROTECTION 

MINISTER 

To:
Minister of Interior, 

Mr. Beşir Atalay

Athens, January 27, 2010

By this letter I would like to express my wish to hold a meeting with you in the coming month, in order to discuss issues of high importance for both our countries, handled by our ministries.

In particular, regarding illegal immigration, the challenges we have been facing are complex and common, since, in the last decade, the problem has taken explosive dimensions with geometrically increasing flows through the land and sea borders of our Countries.
I believe that the decrease of illegal immigration flows across our Countries’ external borders and the prevention of non-legal aliens illegal entry and movement in the single European Union area can be attained only if we strengthen and further systematize the close cooperation of the two Countries.
Indicatively, I would like to mention some issues, which may need further improvement, such as the Bilateral Readmission Protocol, the cooperation between Port Police Corpses, the illegal trafficking in human beings, the fight against illegal immigrants trafficking networks, the European Union – Turkey Readmission Agreement, the Quadruple Cooperation of Greece – Turkey – Iran – Pakistan and the potential participation of Afghanistan and the supply of know-how on asylum issues. 

Moreover, I believe that it is extremely useful and essential to extend our cooperation to other fields as well, such as the fight against organized crime (the fight against rackets engaged in the forgery of documents and against trans-border crimes, information and experience exchange), the illegal trafficking in drugs (exchange of information, exchange of officials’ visits), and the cooperation in issues related to civil protection (natural disasters, extinguishing of forest fires).

Our colleagues, through diplomatic channels, will arrange the exact date and time for our meeting and all the details related to it. 

Awaiting a positive response on your part, please, accept the assurances of my highest consideration. 

Best regards,
Michalis Chrysochoidis                                
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